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Á It aims to :

ïconsider how ñnew 

mobilityò, ñautonomous 

vehiclesò, ñshared mobilityò 

and ñride sharingò is going 

to impact urban transit

ï Explore the future case for 

Urban Transit systems

ï Look at some new and 

interesting developments in 

the field

Á It is going to debunk fallacies 

being promoted about new 

mobility and transit using:

New words

This session considers urban transit futures in a changing world

Source:
Currie G (2017) Ψ[L9{Σ 5!ab [L9{Σ !±Ω{Σ {I!w95 ah.L[L¢¸ 
!b5 ¦w.!b ¢w!b{L¢ C¦¢¦w9{Ω WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ 
Transportation Special Issue on the Future of Public Transport.
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A major focus is LIES and DAMNED LIES!

"There are three kinds of lies: 

lies, damned lies, and statistics"
Mark Twain or Benjamin Disraeli (Velleman 2008)

ÅŦŀƳƻǳǎ ά.ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ 5ƛǎǊŀŜƭƛΚέ ǉǳƻǘŜ ƻƴ ΨƭƛŜǎΣ ŘŀƳƴ ƭƛŜǎΩΤ 
ÅIn trying to find a source to cite, I found no known attribution to Disraeli
ÅMany think Mark Twain might be the source.  
ÅIsnt this impressive! ; a ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΩ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ōŜ ŀ 

lie;  
Åperhaps this is a prophetic way start to this paper about transit futures?

Source:
Currie G (2017) Ψ[L9{Σ 5!ab [L9{Σ !±Ω{Σ {I!w95 ah.L[L¢¸ 
!b5 ¦w.!b ¢w!b{L¢ C¦¢¦w9{Ω WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ 
Transportation Special Issue on the Future of Public Transport.



5

éand is structured as follows

The Great 
Autonomous
VehicleLie

The Great 
Shared 

Mobility Lies
The End

Why
Transit?

Transit 
Fusion
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THE END
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New Word Definition:
άAuto-no(e)motionέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǎŎǊǳǇǳƭƻǳǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
concept of the autonomous car by technologists to 
assert that the driverless car will solve all the worlds 
mobility problems, so that we can get rid of urban public 
transport which is a bad and should have been got rid of 
anyway; good riddance!

Prof Graham Currie, 22-06-2017 

Auto-no-(e)motion
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Driverless Cars; the end of Transit

The Great AV Lie:
!±Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ transit 
because public transport is old, 
too old to be involved in the 
modern AV technology trend and 
ƘŜƴŎŜ ŎŀǊ ōŀǎŜŘ !±Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ 
over. 
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Driverless Cars; the end of Transit
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Number of  Motor 
Vehicles In California 
(2016) = 35,310,563

Driverless Cars; current status
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The Hype Curve; technologists as experts in spin
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The Autonomous Car ðContemporary Progress

Autonomous 
Car 
2013

Autonomous 
Car

2014

Autonomous Car 
2015

Autonomous 
Car

2016

Worlds
Current

Most Successful
Autonomous

Land Passenger
Vehicle
2017

Source: Gartner; https://www.gartner.com/newsroom/id/3784363
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Real Driverless Vehicles; trains
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Autonomous Buses ðfirst/last mile solutions

Source:  PTRG Analysis of Census Journey to Work (2011)

Metro Trains Walk Market Penetrates 
only 7% of Melbourne
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New Word Definition:
άNon-o-sharingέ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎΦ  Lǘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
it look like it is.  It is the unscrupulous use of the word 
άǎƘŀǊƛƴƎέ ōȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ 
modes are good and incorrectly asserts they involve 
lots of shared vehicle occupancy.  This is to show they 
are much better than urban public transport which is 
ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƻǊǘ 
of way and which has to be got rid of as soon as 
possible.

Prof Graham Currie, 22-06-2017 

Non-o-sharing



Is Sharing Sharing?

Shared Mobility



22

Is Sharing Sharing?

The Great Shared Mobility Lie 1:
Shared Mobility is growing transforming 
cities and improving the efficiency of 
urban transport through increased 
vehicle shared occupancy

The Great Shared Mobility Lie 2:
Shared Mobility involves vehicle sharing
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Shared Mobility is growing; but is it transforming cities?
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Shared Mobility is growing; is that BAD for transit?
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Shared Mobility is growing; is that BAD for transit?
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Shared (car) travel is NOT growing; its been DECLINING for 30 years

Source:  Charting Transport (2017)
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With AVõs we can now achieve occupancy ; BELOW 1!

Source:  Charting Transport (2017)
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Are Driverless cars the solution or another part of the problem?
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When Ride Sharing IsntðTNCõs and Carshare

ÁUber assumed to have the same 

occupancy as Taxi at 1.66 per vehicle 

(including the driver)  
ï Source: San Francisco County Transportation Authority (2017) 

óTNCôs Todayô 

Á CarShare ïaverage vehicle 

occupancy is 1.44 (including the 

driver)
ï Source: Cervero, R Golub A and Nee B (2007) óSan Francisco City 

CarShare: Longer-Term Travel-Demand and Car Ownership Impactsô 

Institute of Urban and Regional Development University of California 

at Berkeley

It isnt much 
in the way of 

sharing

Slightly better 
than 

Melbourne 
traffic but 
known to 

have positive 
impacts in 

reducing car 
ownership
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This is called
Ψ{I!w95 
ah.L[L¢¸Ω

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ bh¢ /ŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{I!w95 ah.L[L¢¸Ω
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Bus based demand responsive sharing has in general; always failed

Academic Results ïDRT Trials:
ñMost of the services that have 

stopped have done so because 
of the high costs in relation to 
their patronageò

Oxley(1979)

ñIncreased mobility is rather intangible 
when compared to the harsh 
reality of deficits on a balance 
sheetò

Transport Canada 
(1978).



Introduction

The End

The Great AV Lie

The Great Shared Mobility Lies

Why Transit?

Transit Fusion


