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This sharing session is an open discussion of Monash Research focused around 5 themes 
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Monash research has explored social trends and their impact on transport including the impacts of an 

Ageing population and the global decline in youth driving licences

Ageing Population 
Research

Youth Licensing
Research

Source: DelboscA and Currie G (2013) 
Ψ/ŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΥ ŀ 
ǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ  ¢w!b{thw¢ 
REVIEWS Vol. 33, No. 3, 271ς290c

Source: Currie G and Delbosc
όнлмлύ Ψ9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
transport usage trends in an 
ŀƎŜƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ  
TRANSPORTATION Vol 37 pp 
151-164 
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Ageing population and the global decline in youth driving licences

Ageing Population 
Research

Source: Currie G and Delbosc
όнлмлύ Ψ9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
transport usage trends in an 
ŀƎŜƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ  
TRANSPORTATION Vol 37 pp 
151-164 

Å paperexplorespublic transporttrip ratesamongstolder age

groups using travel survey evidence collected from a

householdtravel survey in Melbourne, Australia for the

period1994to 1999.

Å aim to establishtrends in trip rates so as to explore the

impact of the ageingBaby Boomergenerationon travel by

public transport.



7

Forecasts show an ageing population ïtrends suggestion motorisation, less sharing and PT use growth for 

those over 60

Metropolitan Melbourne Age Structure 2001-2031 (DSE, 2004)
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Source: Currie G and Delboscόнлмлύ Ψ9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǳǎŀƎŜ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ  ¢w!b{thw¢!¢Lhb ±ƻƭ от ǇǇ мрм-164 
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By age cohort ïdriving growth is flat for the Baby Boomers; higher for others ïPT use growth is up for all 

cohorts except the over 75ôs
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Source: Currie G and Delboscόнлмлύ Ψ9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǳǎŀƎŜ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ  ¢w!b{thw¢!¢Lhb ±ƻƭ от ǇǇ мрм-164 
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PT growth in up for over 60ôs living in inner Melbourne where PT service levels are higher and more 

competitive with the car

Public transport trips per day by region for persons aged 60+, 1994-1999 

 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
Trend 

slope 

Inner Melbourne .44 .51 .36 .65 .47 .51 .015* 

Middle Melbourne .22 .24 .24 .24 .15 .24 -.005* 

Outer Melbourne .17 .13 .10 .15 .11 .12 -.007* 

*  Regression slope is statistically significant to p < .01 

Å Comparedto thoseagedbelow 60, 60+ demonstrated30% lower trip makingoverall and16% lower public transport

trip rates. Thisvariedby PTmode; train36% less,tram14% lessbutbushadtrip rateswhichwere33% higher.

Å Longitudinaltrendsï60+ hada very smalldeclinein trip ratesby public transport(-0.004averagedaily trips p.a.) but

increasingratesfor cartrips.

Å HoweveragecohortanalysisshowBaby Boomers(aged29-53 at the time of the survey)havea small but significant

increasein longitudinal trip ratesof public transport(0.004 averagedaily trips p.a., p < .05). Conversely,car usage

amongstBabyBoomersdid not significantlychangeduringthecourseof thestudy.

Source: Currie G and Delboscόнлмлύ Ψ9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǳǎŀƎŜ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ  ¢w!b{thw¢!¢Lhb ±ƻƭ от ǇǇ мрм-164 
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Monash research on the global decline in youth driving licences sought to explore evidence for the trend 

and likely causes

Youth Licensing
Research

Source: DelboscA and Currie G (2013) 
Ψ/ŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΥ ŀ 
ǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ  ¢w!b{thw¢ 
REVIEWS Vol. 33, No. 3, 271ς290c
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A major personal contribution to this research was this difficult 

though convincing diagram ïit took 1 days work

Youth Licensing
Research

Source: DelboscA and Currie G (2013) 
Ψ/ŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΥ ŀ 
ǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ  ¢w!b{thw¢ 
REVIEWS Vol. 33, No. 3, 271ς290c
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Research found multiple causes ïgrowth in education participation and later life stage employment were 

suggested as larger scale impacts but actual impact is unknown
Table 3: Assessment of Causal Factors 

 

Explanation 

Link to Youth 
License 
Decline Scale of Impact Rationale for rating 

Life stage 
Increasing rate of educational 
participation 

Yes Medium Rate of change similar to licensing 
change 

Decreasing full-time employment 
rates 

Yes Medium Rate of change similar to licensing 
change; flow-on effect to 
affordability 

Delaying marriage/ children Yes Low Affects only a small share 

Living with parents longer Unclear Unclear Affects only a small share 

Affordability   

Insurance Cost Yes Medium-Low Common issue 

Cost of petrol Yes Low Not a high share of costs 

Cost of car purchase Unclear Unclear Real costs reducing 

Disposable income Unclear Unclear but possibly 
high 

Complex effect 

Recession / economy Unlikely Low Decline occurs outside of 
recessions 

Location and Transport   

Use PT /other modes instead Yes Low Mode shift is small 

Moving to inner-city / accessible 
areas  

Yes Low Good evidence but only related to 
small share of young people 

Graduated driver licensing   

Licensing regimes became more 
strict 

Yes Low Many cases where decline occurs 
before/ without GDL schemes 

Household car access / driving 
supervisor 

Yes Low 

Attitudes    
Want to help the environment Unlikely Unclear Little evidence in support 

Cars no longer a status symbol Yes Low Attitude differs by country 

Too busy / other priorities Unclear Unclear Limited evidence 

E-communication 
E-comms replacing face-to-face 
contact 

Unlikely Unclear Much further research needed 

E-comms suit PT use Unclear Unclear 

 

Source: DelboscA and Currie G (2013) 
Ψ/ŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΥ ŀ 
ǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ  ¢w!b{thw¢ 
REVIEWS Vol. 33, No. 3, 271ς290c
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STOP PRESS ïMonash Millennials Mobility Panel Survey ïLife Stage Effect Confirmed

http://millennialmobility.info/research-findings/
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Life course segments

Young adults are 

approaching life course 

milestones in diverse ways. 

These trajectories 

overlap with different 

usage of the car.

Note: thicker lines represent 

greater use of cars

Take home message is: 

Å some young adults are happy to 

follow a traditional path of marriage, 

kids and cars, 

Å but a significant minority are delaying 

those life stages and living much 

longer without being dependent on 

the car.

Dr Alexa Delbosc

http://millennialmobility.info/research-findings/
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Last August I ran a Workshop on DRT at Thredbo 16 in Singapore and author a DRT paper on óWhy most 

DRT/Micro-Transits fail..ô; key findings are now outlined

16th International Conference Series on 

Competition and Ownership in Land Passenger 

Transport - Singapore  - August 2019

WORKSHOP 4 : Realisingthe Potential 
Benefits of Demand Responsive Travel


